
Forest Hydrology: How Forests Provide Water 



Forest Service. 2000. Water &the Forest Service. United States Department of Agriculture. Forest Service. 
Washington Office. FS-660. 26 pgs. 



Credit: Provided by the SeaWiFS Project, NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center, and ORBIMAGE 



Great Lakes Information Network. 2017. downloaded on 10/3/2017 from http://www.great-lakes.net/teach/geog/intro/intro_2.html 



NRCS. 2017. National land Cover Dataset (NLCD) by State, downloaded from https://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov on 10/3/2017 

20 Million Acres of Forested Land in MI 

• Absorb Rain 
• Refill Aquifers 
• Cool and Cleanse Water 
• Slow Storm Runoff 
• Reduce Flooding 
• Provide Critical Habitat 

For Fish and Wildlife 

https://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov/
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Mean annual water supply of Michigan by National Land Cover Data cover type (cubic miles) 

Land Cover Class Forest Range  Agriculture Developed Riparian Other Total 

Annual Water Supply (miles3) 3.7 0.6 2.7 1.1 2.0 0.3 10.4 

Percent of Total 36 5 26 10 19 3 100 

Cover Type Percent  of Total State 
Area 35 6 26 10 19 4  
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6-20 inches/hour 
Grayling Sands 
Permeability 

Permeability of 
Clay is very low 
<0.06 inches/hour 












