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Part 91 regulates soil erosion and off-site 
sedimentation of “earth change” activities.

The primary goal of Part 91 is to protect adjacent 
properties and waters of the state from sediment 
generated from unchecked erosion.



“Earth Change” is a human-caused change in the natural cover or 
topography of the land that temporarily leads to bare unstable soils.

Includes removing vegetation and grading land for construction of 
buildings, roads, ponds, road stream crossings, sea walls,  etc.
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Part 91 is designed 

to keep the soil of 

an “earth change” 

from eroding off the 

land and polluting 

the “waters of the 

state” or 

discharging off site.
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What is this Forest Type 
Called again???



Part 303 Exempt Activities for Forestry 

Section 30305.2: Specific Uses

(j) Construction or maintenance of farm roads, 

forest roads, or temporary roads for moving 

mining or forestry equipment, if the roads are 

constructed and maintained in a manner to assure 

that any adverse effect on the wetland will 

be otherwise minimized.

***To meet the exemption the primary purpose 

must be to move commercial forestry equipment.



BMPs – Best Management Practices

general rules that accomplish a goal AND 

minimize impacts



Do you require a road for this work? 

If an access route/road is planned, then use BMPs to 

minimize impacts:

– Clearing Access Routes

• Width of road minimized for vehicles expected to travel 

the road

• Narrowest location across sensitive area

• Straight shot to minimize impact

• Connecting uplands by minimizing  wetlands impacts 

• Straddling wetlands (similar to above)

• Utilize one pass in and out – Single lanes in wetlands 

and utilize pullouts and passing lanes in uplands

• Utilize existing routes whenever possible
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When in doubt give us a call.

Mitch Koetje, 

MDEQ

906-202-1464

koetjem@Michigan

.gov

Pat Riley,
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Placeholder for Point Source Discharge Info

• Discharges from washing rock, gravel, sand.

• Rock Crushing activities and discharge.



Michigan Wetlands

Federal Regulations for
Point Source Discharges








