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Pheasant

habitat benefits

a diversity of
wildlife!




History of Pheasants in Michigan

1895: 15t birds released

1918: Dept. Conservation releases birds
1925: 1%t hunting season

1940s & 50s

— 1 million roosters harvested annuzlly 5¢
— 1.4 million in 1944 :

1960s — Populations decline
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1986-94: Sichuan pheasants released o K
2010: Low of 27,000 roosters harvested
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 Habitat loss due to changing agricultural practices
— Loss of small grains & hay .
— Herbicides | 45,;‘
— Wetland loss

e Habitat loss due to human developments

 Natural Succession



Natural Succession:
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As Grass Stands Age. ............

Bird Numbers

wn Bird Numbers

15 15 Years

....... Dird numbers tend to decrease




“But, but, you all had been working on habitat for
years...and | still didn’t find . many.birds!”
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Pheasant Management Needed
To Change!

We couldn‘t continue on the
same pheasant management
trajectory and expect different

results.




Why Didn’t Previous Efforts Work?

* Lack of:

— Cohesive plan, identified habitat priorities &
focus areas

— Cooperation between groups
— Funding & staff
— Habitat management




How Can We Impact Pheasants?

* Habitat is the key to
building populations.

* |t takes landscape
scale effort to make
an impact.

* Partners and a plan e
were needed to bring "
back the birds!
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RESTORING HA_B___ITAT TOGETHER i

Restoring Habitat...TogEther!



Pheasant Restoration Initiative

Starting Point:

e Use sound science to
identify priority areas &
ID limiting factors.

 Focus limited resources
to get the biggest “Bang
for the Buck.”
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VPRI Goals:  HEEE

RESTORING HAB,lTAT TOGETHER
P

. Identify partners

. Develop priority areas

. Create a plan

. Identify funding sources

. Add “boots on the ground”

. Increase hunting access & opportunities
. Evaluate & modify as needed



Goal 1: Identify Partners

MICHIGAN
CorsTTIon DISTRCT

United States Department of Agriculture hlll [('-;HI(-:A N S-I:QTE
Q/ N RCS Natural Resources UNIVERSITY
Conservation Service E \: TE NSI ON




Goal 2. Identify Priority Areas

 Pheasants require an open agricultural
landscape

— Minimal forest (< 20% of a township size area)

— Focus habitat in close proximity to other
grasslands




ldeal Pheasant Landscape:




Limited Potential for Pheasants...
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Using Technology to ID Priority Areas:

Legend

[ =75% Occupancy Potential
| Proposed Focal Areas
| County

N

A

Agricultural areas with
occupancy potential of >75%

Density of >75% potential occupancy areas
for pheasants derived from focal sum

[ Proposed Focal Area

Density of >75% Potential Occupancy Areas
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MPRI Priority Areas

Pilot Priority Counties

- Huron, Sanilac, Tuscola
- Clinton, Gratiot, Saginaw
- Hillsdale, Lenawee, Monroe

Priority State Game Areas
identified within each priority area

Priority Pheasant Restoration Areas

Pilot Focus Areas within Primary Pheasant Restoration Areas
- Primary Pheasant Restoration Areas
Secondary Pheasant Restoration Areas

i Counties
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Goal 3. Develop a Habitat Plan to
Bring Back Wild Pheasants

* Habitat is key to pheasant abundance:
— Target priority areas with staff & funds
— Avoid creating islands; consider adjacent lands

— Develop landowner cooperatives to impact
habitat on a landscape scale
* Hub and spoke

MPRI Habitat Goals:

— Impact 200,000 acres in 10 Yrs
* Public land: 10,000 acres ,
* Private lands — the key to success!




Evaluate & Impact Habitat on a
Landscape Scale

| Pheasant Restoration
Initiative
Mock Cooperative
10,300 Acre Cooperative

18% Forested
1208 acres of Habitat

DCooperative Boundary
B Cattails

Cool Season Grass

Switchgrass

[ Warm Season Prairie
Corn

I Fruit Bearing Shrubs

I Forest

— Roads




Establish Wild Pheasant Restoration
Areas (WPRA)

e Landowner Cooperatives to impact landscape
& minimize “habitat islands”

e |dentify 10,000+ acres focus area (16 sg/mi)

e Monitor impact of restoration




Wild Prigziszint Restorailorn Arazs:

e Minimum 1,200 acres habitat




Landowner Cooperative Benefits:

Larger impact on a targeted area
Increased hunter satisfaction
“Neighbors helping neighbors”

* Trusted source of information
 Share info about technical assistance & cost-share

Strengthen ties in the local community
* Recruit new volunteers & supporters

Help identify potential projects for partners
— Volunteer labor, equipment



Nesting Habitat:

The key to building pheasant numbers!




Brood Rearing Habitat



Large blocks of nesting cover are key!
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Natural succession changes habitat quality quickly, so we cannot plant the
habitat and just walk away!



Prescribed fire every 3 to 6 years maintains healthy, diverse
native grasslands.







Disking & Inter-seeding Results:




Winter Habitat:
Michigan’s 2"9 priority




Winter Cover, Recgr_pme_ndations:

e 5to 10 acre (or larger)
* Plant in blocks, avoid linear strips <100’ wide
— Wider is better!
* Do not plant near woodlots, fenceroy Vs, etc.
. Mlmmum of one wmterm g greq.pe _";ual;te;,tqmpghip. — -

2;Restore inds: SN
s S "*::‘;r“f - E e sl
'3* Brush ncerows: S IR R
A N Wﬁh M‘éﬁas’ rows = :w R \\\\ \\\\‘\ LN *L.\w
. Remove existing tall trees (> 15' tall)
Alix conifers & fruit beigg shrubs
E Plant a diversity of shrubs (mcludmg persistent winter fruits) J

* Locate on edges, avoid fragmenting fields
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Food Plot Benefits:

 Reduce exposure to predators & the elements
» Attract birds to winter cover
* Supplemental food

* Increase survival

* Improved hen health




Food Plot Recommendations:

Always locate food plots adjacent to winter
cover

— Reduce exposure & predation
Winter accessible grain

— Corn, grain mixture, sorghum???
2 acres food per 80 acre habitat

— Consider deer

Plant one acre right instead of 2 acres wrong!



How it all fits together:
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Goal 4: Identify Funding Sources

* Existing Sources:
— USDA Farm Bill programs, USFWS, DNR, PF, etc.

* |dentify new sources:

— New hunting license package
e Habitat Grants, Private Lands Program, FBB’s, SGA Projects

— ¢SWG Grants
— VPA-HIP Grant
— Other grants: RCPP, GLRI

* Encourage Partners to Invest:
— Habitat projects
— Staff positions - Coop Coordinator, FBB’s
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Goal 5: “Boots on The Ground”

DNR Private Land Biologists in 2011

3 FBB’s in Priority Areas Since 2011

5 additional FBB’s added since 2014

New Landowner Coop Coordinator in 2015

11 new staff in 5 years...
...The BEST is Yet To Come for MPRI!



Goal 6: Increase Hunting Access &
Improved Hunting Opportunity




Is Hunting Access Important?

* Lack of access causes declining hunter
participation

e Hunter recruitment & retention

— Small game hunting is where most hunters
traditionally started

 North American Model of Conservation
— Hunters pay for wildlife conservation!



Hunting Access Program

HUNTING




Hunting Access Program:

e 2011: VPA-HIP grant $900,000
— Tripled enrollment 17,353 acres by 2013
— HAP website & Mi-Hunt maps

2014 VPA Grant: $1.2 million
— Expand to 25,000 acres

— EUP for sharp-tailed grouse
— Habitat restoration on HAP lands

e 2015 VPA Grant: S1
— Expand to NLP
— Full-time coordinator



HAP Maps

Available on:
e HAP website
e Mi-Hunt

STATE OF MICHIGAN - DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ; Michigan

HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM (HAP)

Landowner:
County: Huron

Township, Section: Port Austin
Farm Headquarters: noal‘ ~B455

R. Jimkoski

unllr S0N RJ Part Austin (no house;
Tomlinson Rd. 1/4 mile south of M25, Port Austin

Size in Acres:

off the

Hunt Types Allowed: Or pe 1 Youlh "-Ap.)tenl Hunt. Sm.Game & Turkey

Service Type: Seif-Senic
Upto2

Hunters Allowed: & Cnty Small

59 Property Soundary % Station &lor Parking Localion

= For mere information on the Hunting Access Program
{HAP), mare maps, or detailk cn .ﬂm aress ~.1st
the DNR website HAP section | 5 R
ar scan this QR-block (on the left) mﬁl your
- smartphone o smiler device.

Ay r—ad’ Youth or Apprentice hunting.
for Youth & Apprentice Hunting.

aa2a !ﬁue.fr-u nn aphiﬂiﬁm« ?n‘n* Pris
e

0 004 008 .16 0.24 0.32 Miles

0 0875 015 03 0.45 Kllometers
HUNTER SAFETY ZONES of 150 yards  qeessss—
(450 feat or 137.2 maters) are anforced 0 IS 150 Yards
StALL TIMES around all bulldings and structures.
Be aware of all property boundaries; Do not trespass onto adlacent lands.
A

DNR-Yiild Div. map (WLDI MSILA); Date: 102520 PEmep_ JimkoskiRt pdf
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Michigan

2015 Results: Pheacant gl

Initiative @
RESTORING HAB/,ITATTDGETHER

MPRI partners received 10 DNR Wildlife Habit/;t
grants totaling $395,360

3,485 acres enhanced/restored on public land
4,500 acres enhanced by DNR Private Lands Biologists
FBB’s assisted 200+ landowners

$1.2 Million VPA grant to continue HAP expansion.
- Enrollment increased to 20,000 acres.

Landowner Co-ops having local impact; New
Coordinator position organized by partners




Planting the 15t Project:
Maple River State Game Area (2011)

Local volunteer
planting a prairie field...
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Are We Having an Impact on
Public Lands?

- ks
Two happy labs, a happy hunter, and a not so lucky state
land rooster!



MOULTRIE

Impact on Private Lands:

@ 28°F 29.36inHg

MOULTRIECAM

23 JAN 2016 05:07 pm






Partnersirecognizing the significance of the MPRI!

Conservation Prolect of the Year:
(o )M{" Calioyy

Michigan Pheasant Habitat
BBSIOI‘&'IIIOII |lllllall\lﬂ

‘2011 Conservation Awards

(LAMAR) |




/- Do you think the Michigan Pheasant Restoration Initiative will improve pheasant hunting
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Do you think the Michigan Pheasant
Restoration Initiative will improve
pheasant hunting in the state?
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MPRI is a Model for All Species

A unique partnership between a diversity of
partners working as equals

Target effort and dollars where they have the
most impact

Landscape impact on both public & private
lands.

With limited funding, partnerships are the
future of wildlife management!



“You know what, | think the partners are on
to something here!”




Questions?

www.michigan.gov/pheasant



