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Outline of Today’s Discussion

• Farm Bill Programs
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• Conservation Practices and Enhancements
• Using WebSoilSurvey to access soil information for your property
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NRCS Background and History

• NRCS has been providing conservation planning assistance since 1932.
• The 1996 Farm Bill created the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

(EQIP)
• Provides financial assistance to private landowner to install conservation practices 

and address resource concerns

• The 2008 Farm Bill introduced:
• criteria for private sector foresters to become certified as Technical Service Providers 

(TSPs)
• funding to private landowners to get Forest Management Plans developed by TSPs

• The 2014 Farm Bill consolidated programs and expanded opportunities for 
additional Conservation Activity Plans. 
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Michigan Forest Facts

• Michigan has more than 19 million acres of forestland 
containing more than 11.5 billion trees.

• 438,000 “family forest” owners
• NIPF landowners represent the largest source of surplus timber 

- 5 million cords (out of 8 million total in state)
• 84% of NIPF landowners do not actively manage their forest.



Michigan Forest Facts, cont.
• According to an MSU Forest Economist, there were $11 billion 

in sales from forest products industries and approximately 
60,000 direct jobs in 2003. There are about 76,000 indirect 
jobs also associated with the forest products industry.

• Managed forested lands also provide quality wildlife habitat for 
game species in Michigan.  Quality habitat and hunting access 
to our public and commercial lands is critical--hunters and 
anglers spend $3.4 billion annually in the state, supporting 
50,000 more indirect jobs. 

• The economic value of Michigan's non-consumptive (non-
game) wildlife watching activities is $1.2 billion. 



Forests are Good for the Environment

Private lands are important links in the ecosystem and contribute to the 
tourism/recreation industry: 

• 60% of all wildlife occur on these lands

• 70% of our surface and ground water is affected by these lands

• 70% of the state’s recreational activities occur on these lands



Well-managed forests play a key role in: 

• Moderating climate 

• Regulating water systems 

• Preventing erosion 

• More vigorous and healthy forests



Forestry in EQIP

• “Agricultural Land means cropland, grassland, rangeland, pasture, and other ag. land on which ag. 
and forest-related products, or livestock are produced and resource concerns may be addressed.”  
(7 CFR part 1466.3)

• “Eligible land includes…nonindustrial private forest land, and other land…on which forest-related 
products are produced and resource concerns may be addressed.” (7 CFR part 1466.8)

• Nonindustrial private forest land means rural land, as determined by the Secretary, that has 
existing tree cover or is suitable for growing trees; and is owned by any nonindustrial private 
individual, group, association, corporation, Indian Tribe, or other private legal entity that has 
definitive decision-making authority over the land. (7 CFR part 1466.3)



Forest Management Plans

• “If an EQIP plan of operations addresses forestland, the a participant 
must develop and implement a forest management plan.” (7 CFR part 1466.9)

• “Forest Management Plan means a site-specific plan that is prepared 
by a resource manager, in consultation with the participant, and is 
approved by the State Conservationist.  Forest mgmt. plans may 
include a forest stewardship plan,…another practice plan approved by 
the State Forester; or another plan determined appropriate by the 
State Conservationist.” (7 CFR part 1466.3)



To Implement Practices on Forestland…

A Landowner must have either:

• An NRCS Certified Conservation Plan;
• A Forest Stewardship Plan; or
• A Forest Management Plan (practice code 106)



Commonly Used Forestry Practices
“Core” Practices:

• Forest Stand Improvement (666)
• Commercial harvests
• Non-commercial thinning
• Remove invasive tree species

• Forest Trails and Landings (655)
• Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)

• Almost always requires additional supporting practices!

• Prescribed Burning (338)
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380)

• Riparian Forest Buffer (391)
• Establish new RFB or expand existing RFB with planting
• Manage existing RFB

• Brush Management (314)
• Control invasive shrubs, e.g., Asian honeysuckle, autumn 

olive, multiflora rose

• Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
• Control invasive herbaceous plants, e.g., Garlic mustard, 

spotted knapweed
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“Supporting” Practices:

• Cover Crop (340)
• Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490)

• Herbaceous Weed Control (315)
• Mulching (484)
• Firebreak (394)



Less Common Practices in Forest 
Management Plans
• Access Control (472)

• Gates, signage

• Alley Cropping (311)
• Fuel Break (383)
• Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment (654)
• Tree/Shrub Pruning (660)
• Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (650)
• Woody Residue Treatment (384)

• Slash treatment
• Storm damage clean-up

• Conservation Cover (327)
• Grass/herbaceous plant establishment for a variety of purposes

• Critical Area Planting (342)
• Grass/herbaceous plant establishment in critical area

• Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647)
• Restoration and Management of Rare or Declining Habitats (643)
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Additional Information

MI NRCS Webpage: www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov
Financial Assistance > Environmental Quality Incentives Program > Fiscal Year 2015 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program Sign-Up
• Program Information
• Ranking Tools
• Payment Rates for Conservation Practices and Conservation Activity Plans

MI NRCS Webpage: www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov
Financial Assistance or Easement Programs
• Conservation Stewardship Program
• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (includes former Wetland Reserve 

Program)
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Additional Information

NRCS electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG): 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/

• eFOTG is a five-part web-based tool used to provide scientific 
references for conservation : 

• Section I – General References 
• Section II – Natural Resources Information
• Section III - Conservation Management Systems
• Section IV – Practice Standards and Specifications
• Section V – Conservation Effects
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Soil Reports







Forestland Productivity

(Good!)
(Less Good)
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