
Timber mngt practices impact on different 
suites of wildlife?  I might do this! 

timber mngt main tool for wildlife mngt 
game NOT EQUAL to wildlife 
every action and no-action benefits some 
wildlife (gulls – parking lot) 
mention 500-600 species of vertebrates 

Why Use Wood? 
   

Is Harvesting “Good” for Wildlife? 
 
Bill Cook, Forester & Biologist 
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Let’s explore this 
apparent absurdity. 
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Anything that is done 
- or not done - 

Is good for somebody. 





Wildlife? 



Feels Good! 



Tastes Great! 



So, when you say “wildlife” . . .  
What is it that you mean?   



? 



? 



“Wildlife” values are 
matters of perspective. 











Diversity of Habitat 









Visual quality  
is a particularly lousy measure 
of forest health and diversity 













Succession over time - landscape 



Scarify 



Seasonal Harvest 
Is there  
a choice? 



Single-tree Larger Gap 





Leave Slash 
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Age Classes 



Exotic Species  
Introductions 
Loss of hard mast 

Loss of canopy 

Less winter cover 

Stand structure 

Successional paths 

Failed regeneration 



ALDER FLYCATCHER 

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 

AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 

BELTED KINGFISHER 

BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO 

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER 

BREWER'S BLACKBIRD 

BROWN SNAKE 

BROWN THRASHER 

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 

CHIPPING SPARROW 

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW 

COMMON NIGHTHAWK 

COMMON REDPOLL 

COMMON SNIPE 

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 

DARK-EYED JUNCO 

EASTERN BLUEBIRD 

EASTERN COTTONTAIL 

EASTERN HOGNOSE SNAKE 

 

Young Forest Species 

NORTHERN SHRIKE 

ORCHARD ORIOLE 

PALM WARBLER 

PRAIRIE WARBLER 

QUEEN SNAKE 

RED FOX 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 

SHARP-TAILED GROUSE 

SONG SPARROW 

SWAMP SPARROW 

TURKEY VULTURE 

VESPER SPARROW 

WESTERN CHORUS FROG 

WHIP-POOR-WILL 

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW 

WHITE-EYED VIREO 

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 

WILLOW FLYCATHER 

WILSON'S WARBLER 

YELLOW WARBLER 

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 

EASTERN KINGBIRD 

EASTERN PHOEBE 

EASTERN SMOOTH GREEN SNAKE 

EASTERN TOWHEE (rufous-sided) 

FIELD SPARROW 

FOX SPARROW 

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 

GRAY CATBIRD 

HOUSE FINCH 

INDIGO BUNTING 

KIRTLAND'S WARBLER 

LEAST SHREW 

LINCOLN'S SPARROW 

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 

MALLARD 

MASSASAUGA RATTLESNAKE 

MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE 

MOURNING WARBLER 

NORTHERN BOBWHITE 

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD 



“We are not seeing a 

large number of 

diverse species like we 

saw prior . . .” 
 

- Conservation Biologist 

   6 April 2014  

large number of diverse 

species? 



“. . . logging . . . has 
been implicated in the 
decline of numerous 
species of wildlife.” 



Shades of Baloney 

“Blah blah blah” is good for wildlife. 

Wildlife needs . . .  

If it’s good for deer . . .  

                 . . . it’s good for everything else. 

Selection harvest is better for wildlife.    

Clearcutting destroys habitat. 



Think about what you 

want on your property.  

Or, what you would like 

to see on public forest 

land. 

 

Then, learn about 

practices that enhance 

those objectives.   




