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About MDOT 

 I, US, and M Routes 

 10,000 + miles of roads 

 Divided into seven Regions and 26 TSCs  

 Roadside Operations (OFS) and Environmental Section  

 Region Resource Specialists 

 one per Region 

 provide specialized expertise in vegetation management for our Regions 

 





How MDOT Works 

 Planning 

 Design 

 Construction 

 Operations/Maintenance 

 MDOT personnel 

 county road commissions under contract 

 private contractors 

 



Invasive Species Guide 



Control and Management Policy 

 MDOT performs control/management of invasive 

plant species under the following conditions: 

 A species poses a safety concern to the traveling public, 

or operational/maintenance difficulties 

 We have a statutory or regulatory obligation to control 

the species 

 Requests for treatment by governmental entities for 

interagency cooperation (case by case basis, within the 

limits of available staff and funding) 
 

  



MDOT’s Invasive  

Plant Species List 

 Autumn olive   

 Black swallow-wort 

 Buckthorn   

 Canada thistle  

 Garlic mustard  

 Giant hogweed 

 Giant ragweed  

 Japanese Knotweed 

 Kochia 

 Leafy spurge  

 Oriental bittersweet  

 Phragmites 

 Purple loosestrife 

 Reed canary grass 

 Spotted knapweed 

 White clover   

 Yellow clover 

 



Species Information: Common Name, Species Name, 

Habitat, Distribution, Description, Reproduction, 

Problem for MDOT and Management Guidelines 



Control 

Methods 

 Planning - Region scoping, maintenance staff ideas 

 Design -  Special Provisions for invasive species 

 Construction - Plan notes, treat pre-construction  

 Maintenance - Spray and Mowing programs 

  

 

http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/2158020.jpg


Challenges 

 ROW issues 

 Linear nature of ROW 

 Different types/different approaches 

 fee 

 easement 

 permitted 

 Funding/staffing 

 Offsite presence of invasives 

 

 



MDOT’s biggest Concerns 

 Safety: Clear Vision, Recovery Zone,   

 Operational: Drainage, covering infrastructure 

 Environmental: T/E Sps, Water quality, SESC 



Clear Vision 







Ditches 



Other Structures 



Equipment 
 

 ¾ ton 4x4 pickup 

 300 gallon tank 

 5 hp Briggs 

w/pump 

 Hand Sprayer 

 30’ hose/reel 

 Spill Kit 

 Washing 

station/tank 

 Lock box for 

chemicals 







Collector App 

• ERSI ARCGIS 

• MDOT uses it to map Overhead signs, culverts, 

pump stations, freeway lighting, etc 

• Roadside Operations ask about using it to map 

invasive species. 

• Within a two weeks the MDOT GIS team had an 

app for collecting invasive species locations. 



















Working Together 

 Partnering with other 

agencies and states 

 

 Permitting treatment by 

others on ROW 

 

 Coordinating treatment 

of problem areas 



Questions 

 

Tim Jones 

jonest30@Michigan.gov 

517-322-3316 
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