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Urban & Community Forestry Program 

Mission: 

To promote and facilitate the effective management of trees and forests where people live, work and 
play to maximize the multiple benefits they provide. 

• Provides technical, educational & financial 
assistance to: 

– Local units of govt. 

– Nonprofit organizations 

– Schools 

– Community organizations 
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Urban & Community Forestry Program MI UCF Program Quick Facts 

• Initiated in 1992 

• Federally funded 

• 1 FTE – Program Coordinator 

• 15 member advisory council 

• Statewide scope (80% pop. is “urban”) 

• Administer multiple grant programs 

• Partnerships expand program capacity 

http://www.seoanelandscape.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/peartrees.jpg




What’s Trending? 

Climate change 

Urban Forest benefits Insect & disease threats Social &  health issues 

Biomass & utilization Tree planting 



Opportunities ? 



What about …? 

EDUCATION & TRAINING: 



What about …? 

CAREERS: 

What about …? 



What about …? 

RESEARCH: 



Urban & Community Forestry Program 

CAPACITY TO MANAGE: 

Total MI Communities:  1,700 

 

Managing Communities:  67 

Developing Communities:  183 

 

Tree City USA:  119  

Certified Arborists:  250+ 

What about …? 
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What about?: 

OUTREACH AND AWARENESS: 



What about …? 

PHYSICAL RESOURCE: 
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Michigan Urban &Community Forests: 

www.nrs.fs.fed.us/pubs/gtr/gtr_nrs54.pdf 
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Urban Trees Pay Us Back!: 





Initial Assessment:  Fall 2012 

Goals for UCF in Michigan: 

• Strengthen ties with universities and industry 

• Promote education, training and careers in UCF 

• Increase quality and extent of physical resource 

• Increase public outreach and awareness 

• Increase community partnerships 

• Expand financial and technical assistance 

• Leverage relationships to grow the financial pie 

• Create vibrant, attractive & healthy communities 

 

 

 
Trees and Structural Soils: A New Stormwater Management Practice for Sustainable Urban Sites 

Initial Assessment:  Fall 2012 
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www.treesarethekey.org  

Goals: 



Kevin Sayers  sayersk@mi.gov    517.284.5898 


