
The Value of Greenspace:

Tree Planting Strategies for Stormwater Management



Aesthetics:
“Cutting down trees spoils the beauty of 
the landscape…”

Wildlife habitat: 
“There are few birds where there are no 
trees…”

Flood control:  
“We might have dangerous floods if we 
did not have trees…”
“The leaves of trees catch the rain and 
hold it...”
“…the moisture that should sink into the 
soil is carried away in the floods.” 

Climate change:  
Without forests…”we have severe 
droughts every year.”
“We should have greater extremes of 
heat and cold if it were not for the trees 
and forests. “



The future of urban forestry “will rely less upon 
new knowledge of how to care for trees than it 

will upon new knowledge of 
how trees help to care for people.”

- Fred Bartenstein, 1981
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