
Managing Oak on 
Mesic Sites

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have the panel members introduce themselves.
Explain how we are going to first give a quick introduction of what sites we are talking about and where they are found and then we are going to pose a series of questions to the panel. After each question feel free to ask follow-up questions.



Oak Occurring in Mesic 
Communities, WUP



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red oak density from FIA data.
Newaygo subsection
--The slightly more lake influenced area north of Muskegon.
--SE of Atlanta
--Higgins Lake and Grayling
--Long ridge on the edge of the Highplains where you come north out of West Branch






Mesic

Dry-mesic

Dry (xeric)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red = xeric (dry)
Tan = dry-mesic
Green = mesic
Talk about the transition from dry to dry-mesic…..pitted outwash, kamic ridges, and some moraines that are dry-mesic as well.



NLP Kotar Habitat Types

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lastly before we get into some questions to the panel…. This is a diagram of the Kotar habitat types in the NLP on the moisture and nutrients axes. The orange arrow is showing the split approximately where red maple competes. Below this orange line oak regeneration dynamics are very different than above it that our panel members will probably get into in their answers to several of our questions.



Site conditions

• “Mesic” is by definition a 
broad category.

• What is the range of site 
conditions where you 
see “mesic” oak?



Land owner objectives
• How do landowners objectives 

for oak management differ?

• For example how do land owner 
groups like private non-
industrial, forest industry, state 
or federal owners view the 
management of oak differently?

• Do they differentiate between 
oak management on mesic sites 
from oak management on dry-
mesic sites?



Non Timber Values

• What specific wildlife 
habitat and/or 
biodiversity issues affect 
regeneration practices 
you might choose to 
employ in oak stands on 
mesic sites?  

• How do you address 
these concerns on lands 
you administer?



Aesthetics

• To what extent do concerns 
about aesthetics or visual 
management issues affect 
the regeneration techniques 
you use for oak stands on 
mesic sites?  

• What specific modifications 
have you used, to manage 
for aesthetics?



Markets
• What markets exist for oak 

products in your area? 

• How do markets affect your 
management choices? 

• What market trends are you 
seeing now or expect to see 
in the future? 

• How has the down turn in 
the general economy 
affected oak markets?



Silvicultural Methods

• What silvicultural 
techniques have you 
had experience with 
managing oak on mesic 
sites? 

• What results have you 
seen?



Regeneration
• What criteria define “success” for 

oak regeneration on mesic 
sites? 

• What are acceptable species 
mixes? 

• How important is advanced 
regeneration in the management 
of oak on mesic sites?

• What problems have you 
experienced with deer or elk 
browse? 

• Do you have any suggestions for 
managing in browse areas?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Success is often defined in terms of # of oak stems per acre that are 5 ft high or some similar standard. Does that type of standard hold true for oak on mesic sites?
3. Have you seen successful oak regen on mesic sites where no advanced regen was present?




Other Treatments

• Describe your success with 
other cultural treatments in 
your work area (e.g. 
scarification, underplanting, 
direct seeding, herbicide 
site prep or release, or 
mechanical release). 

• What factors determined 
the level of success?



Mixed Species

• What about managing 
oak in mixture with other 
species on mesic sites?

• How do you manage oak 
and aspen or 
oak/aspen/hardwood 
mixes?



Future Trends

• What changes in 
silviculture do you 
anticipate in oak 
management on mesic 
sites in the future? 
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