
Beyond the Specific: Michigan’s 
Bird Conservation Initiative & 
Integrated Bird Conservation

Karen T. Cleveland
All-Bird Biologist

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
10 May 2006



1900 1925 20001950 1975
1914

Passenger Pigeon Extinct

1900
Wild Turkey

Extirpated in MI

1920
Carolina Parakeet

Extinct

1875
Labrador

Duck Extinct

1932
Heath Hen

Extinct



1900 1925 20001950 1975
1903

First NWR

1916
First Migratory

Bird Treaty

1900
Lacey

Act

1918
MBTA

1905
Audubon
Society

1883
AOU

1902
IAFWA

http://www.audubon.org/


1900 1925 1950 20001975
1934

Federal Duck Stamp

1921
MI Dept. of

Conservation
1951

Flyway Councils
1937
P-R

1927
Game

Division

1929
Migratory Bird Conservation Act

http://www.fws.gov/duckstamps/federal/stamps/images/1934fedstamp.gif


1900 1925 20001950 1975

1957
Peregrine Falcon
Extirpated in MI

1962
“Silent Spring” Published

1973
DDT

Banned

1975
Eastern

Peregrine
Recovery

Team



1900 1925 200019751950

1966
BBS

1973
ESA

1986
NAWMP

2004
LCP

1990
PIF

1985
WHSRN

2000
USSCP

2000
WCP



All-Bird Conservation
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The U.S. North American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI) 
Committee is a coalition of government agencies, private organizations, 
and bird initiatives in the United States working to advance integrated 
bird conservation based on sound science and cost-effective 
management that will benefit all birds in all habitats.

Integrated bird conservation is about conserving birds:
•Across geopolitical boundaries

•Across taxonomic groups
•Across landscapes

What does this mean?
•Facilitating partnerships
•Increasing funding
•Fostering integrated bird conservation
•Developing a common framework
•Promoting cooperation across boundaries



State Bird Conservation Initiatives
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Provide expertise to resource 
managers and local planners

Develop monitoring protocols and 
plans

Produce white papers on emerging 
issues

Facilitate partnerships on existing 
projects and new projects

Identify funding opportunities



Michigan Bird Conservation 
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MiBCI was formally begun at a bird conservation workshop in 2003.

An interim committee was formed with the intention of identifying 
partnerships and priorities for bird conservation in the state.

Existing bird conservation plans were collected (continental, national, and 
state).

Conservation organizations were identified and contact lists developed.

Data clearinghouse needs were identified and data management frameworks 
were developed.

The structure for a permanent organization was developed and formal 
recognition of a commitment to integrated bird conservation was made.
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http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/
http://www.michiganaudubon.org/index.html
http://www.cmich.edu/
http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal
http://www.msu.edu/index.html
http://www.nature.org/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.michigan.gov/mda/


Where do we go from here?
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MiBCI will continue to solicit participation from anyone interested in bird conservation.

MiBCI subcommittees have already begun exploring projects to further integrated bird 
conservation:

•Developing databases of plans, data sets, researchers, funding sources...

•Identifying potential expertise and resources than can be applied to the Michigan 
Breeding Bird Atlas and the Important Bird Areas programs…

•Researching emerging issues in bird conservation (ex. avian influenza, wind power 
development, etc.)…

•Organizing an annual conference to address the state of bird research and 
conservation in Michigan

MiBCI will continue to strive to increase communication and cooperation between the 
organizations and individuals working toward conservation in the state.
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