











tion.

The next three speakers brought the challenges home to Michigan. Brent Rudolph (Michigan DNR
Wildlife Division) reviewed the history of deer population levels and deer management in Michigan. Joe
LeBouton (PhD candidate at Michigan State University) explained a model of how deer affect advance for-
est regeneration at stand and landscape levels. Tom Ward (Michigan
- State Forester with NRCS) gave an update on cost-sharing programs
¢/~ that relate to deer habitat management via practices such as food plots,
winter thermal cover, and forest stand improvement.

The following two speakers discussed some of the complexities
of deer impacts on vegetation dynamics. Jean-Pierre Tremblay (PhD
candidate at Laval University Quebec) explained how deer at low den-
sities can increase plant community structure and succession rate while
deer at high densities can do the opposite. David Flaspohler (Faculty at
Michigan Technological University) reported on studies done on North
Manitou Island in Lake Michigan where the deer population has been
greatly reduced following years of very high densities. Both of these
researchers emphasized the need for a precautionary principle as deer
impacts on vegetation can result in stable altered states from which re-

covery rates my be very slow.

Ben Payton (Faculty at Michigan State University) warped up the first day by asking if we can rely
on Michigan deer hunters as a management tool. Recent survey data show that about 50% could be
countcd on the shoot more does, but this situation is a moving target given current demographic trends
among hunters and changing deer population levels.

On the second day of the conference, two speakers addressed deer impacts in relation to forest certi-
fication. Gary Donovan (International Paper) reported on chronic failure of northern hardwood regenera-
tion in the south-central Upper Peninsula that has resulted in. a minor nonconformance with regard to the
company’s Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SF1) certification. A major nonconformance rating is expected
in the near future. Conversion to conifers or sclling the land arc among the options being considered. Later
in the morning, Jesse Randall (PhD candidate at Michigan State University) explained how deer browsing
and sedge competition interact to suppress hardwood regeneration in this area, and he reported on efforts to
use herbicides as a solution. Meanwhile, hunters in the area are still developing food plots to increase the
deer herd. Dave deCalesta (Wildlife Analyses Consulting) clarified the “disconnect” faced by forcst certifi-
cation auditors from a Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) perspective. How can a certifying agency write
conditions for a landowner to reduce deer impacts when state game agencies control the herd?

Susan Stout (US Forest Service) provided some ideas about how even-aged silviculture can be ef-
fectively used to regenerate timber where deer populations are high, but she repeatedly emphasized that
there is nothing that can be done silviculturally that is as effective as controlling deer numbers. She sum-
marized much of the dilemma by explaining that in chronically over-browsed areas, where people complain
about too many deer and too few deer, they are both right.

Bill Moritz (Michigan DNR Wildlife Division Chief) presentcd data showing a close correlation be-
tween deer population levels and pulpwood harvest levels as well as with winter weather. He explained the
need to balance competing interests, but emphasized that single-species managcment is no longer accept-
able; ecosystem management is the future.

In his closing remarks, Gary Alt exceeded the humorous and rousing stylc of this keynote address.
He emphasized that the deer resource is not fragile and the need to change the hunting culture in order to
balance habitat with deer numbers and break the cycle of under-harvesting does.

-Chris Burnett, Alger-Marquette Conservation District Forester
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Look inside to get details on the 2005 MSAF
Fall Conference!

SAF offers a wide variety of opportunities to volunteer and assist in making this the best profes-
sional organization around. Take advantage of the benefits you receive from SAF. One easy avenue is to
help with the publication of the Michigan Forester. Become a reporter, a photographer or simply help
review the content. Contact Georgia Peterson or any other member of the executive team to lern how

you can help SAF today.

Deadline for the next issue is November 15!
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